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OFFICE ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Amendment, filed on 1 1/18/2005. This action has 
been made final. Claims 17-34 and 36-55 are presented for examination. In amendment A, filed on 

1 1/18/2005: Claims 17, 26, 32, 34, 36, 38, 45, 48-49, and 54 are currently amended. Claims 1-16, 35 are 
cancelled. Applicant's remarks filed 08/31/2005 have been considered but are found moot in view at the 
new grounds at rejection necessitated by Applicant's amendment. 

Previous allowed subject matter is withdraw in light of new reference "7-inch AC/DC Black and 
White Television", RCA 1999. Therefore, claims 22-23 is rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such 
that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 17, 21, 24-30, 32, 34, 36-38, 40, 44-50, and 53-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Applicant Admitted Related Art (AARA), in view of Ishigaki et al. (hereinafter 
Ishigaki), US 6,448,927. 

4. As per claim 1 7, AARA teaches a computer system comprising: 

a radio module that scans for available wireless access points which support two-way data 
communications (AARA, pg 2, [0005-0006], where base station radio unit transmit/receives data to and 
from computer system's radio unit); 

a power supply coupled to the radio module (AARA, pg 2-3, [0007-0008], scanning while 
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powered on); 

AARA does not explicitly say an electrical switch mounted on an external surface of the 
computer system; and 

a seek logic coupled to the electrical switch and the power supply 

wherein the seek logic is configured to commands the power supply to power the radio module 
responsive to the actuation of the electrical switch 

wherein the radio module scans for available wireless access points (Col. 4, lines 9-10), and 
indicates the availability of a wireless access point 

However, Ishigaki teaches an electrical switch mounted on an external surface of the computer 
system (Ishigaki, item 3b on Fig 2, wherein the button constitutes a switch); and 

a seek logic coupled to the electrical switch and the power supply (Ishigaki, Fig 2, item 1 and 2); 

wherein the seek logic is configured to commands the power supply to power the radio module 
responsive to the actuation of the electrical switch (Ishigaki, see for example, Col. 4, lines 1-15), and 

wherein the radio module scans for available wireless access points (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 9-10), 
and indicatesjhe availability of a wireless access point (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 10-15), both while the 
computer system is powered-off (Ishigaki, the mobile device is in a low powered state, Col. 4, lines 50- 
65). 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate Ishigaki with AARA because the combination would improve the efficiency of AARA f s 
systems by reducing dissipation of electrical current, (Ishigaki, Col. 2, lines 15-20). 

6. As per claim 21, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 17 
above, including the electrical switch further comprises a momentary push button switch mounted on an 
outer surface of a video display of the computer system (Ishigaki, see for example, Fig 2, item 3b). 
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7. As per claim 24, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 17 
above, including responsive to a momentary actuation of the electrical switch, the seek logic is configured 
to command the power supply to power the radio module for a sufficient amount of time to allow the 
radio module to perform a wireless access seek function, and wherein the seek logic commands the radio 
module to perform a scan for available wireless access points responsive to the momentary actuation of 
the electrical switch (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 1-15). 

8. As per claim 25, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 24 
above, including a power supply enabled input signal, wherein the power supply enabled input signal is 
asserted to indicate that the notebook computer is powered-on (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 5-15, position data 
forwarding signal to communication means 3); and 

wherein the seek logic is further configured to refrain from commanding the radio module to 
perform a scan for available wireless access points if the power supply input signal is asserted (Ishigaki, 
Col. 4, lines 10-25, where GPS tracking is turned off after position is obtained, and position data 
forwarding signal means to communication means 3). 

9. As per claim 26, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 1 
above, including a method of finding wireless access points with a computing device, the method 
comprising: 

requesting a wireless access seek with the computing device powered-off (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 

1-2); 

scanning for available wireless access points which support two-way data communication 
(AARA, pg 2, [0005-0006], where base station radio unit transmit/receives data to and from computer 
system's radio unit), the scanning with a wireless communication module of the portable computing 
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device while remaining portions of the computing device are powered off (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 1-15 and 
lines 50-67); and 

indicating the availability of wireless access points while the remaining portions of the computing 
device are powered off (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 60-65). 

10. As per claim 27-28, claims 27-28 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 17 and 
24 above respectively. 

11. As per claim 29, claims 29 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 1 7 above. 

12. As per claim 30, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 26 
above, including executing software in a microcontroller of a wireless communication module, and 
wherein the software controls various radio components in the wireless communication module (wherein 
the components in a mobile device are controlled by software, embedded, operating system or otherwise). 

13. As per claim 32, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 1 
above, including a computer comprising: 

a seek request button mounted on an outer surface of the computer (Ishigaki, Fig 2, item 3b); 

a seek logic coupled to seek request button (Ishigaki, Fig. 2, item 1 and 2); 

a first power supply coupled to seek logic, and wherein the seek logic enables substantially only 
the first power supply responsive to assertion of the seek request button (Ishigaki, the power supply is 
inherent in the current invention, Col. 4, lines 1-15); 

a wireless communication module coupled to seek logic and the first power supply, wherein the 
first power supply powers the wireless communication module, and wherein the seek logic enables the 
wireless communication module to perform seeking for wireless access points for network data 
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communications, the seeking responsive to assertion of the seek request button (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 1- 
15); 

a notification device coupled to the wireless module wherein the notification device indicates the 
unavailability of a wireless access point (Ishigaki, Col. 6, lines 10-20). 

14. As per claim 34, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 32 
above, including the seek logic refrains from enabling the wireless communication module to perform 
seeking for wireless access clients if the computer is powered-on (Ishigaki, Col. 7, lines 38-50). 

15. As per claim 36, claim 36 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17 above. 

16. As per claim 37, claims 37 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17 above. 

17. As per claim 38, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 36 
above, including the means for controlling refrains from enabling the means for wireless network access 
to perform seeking for wireless access points if the computer system is powered-on (Ishigaki, Col. 7, lines 
38-50); 

18. As per claim 40, claim 40 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 17, 26, 32, 37 
above. 

19. As per claim 44, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 40 
above, including the wireless communication module further comprises: 

a microcontroller coupled to the seek request button and the system battery, and wherein the 
microcontroller is programmed to perform wireless access seeks responsive to assertion of the seek 
request button (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 1-15); 
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a plurality of radio circuits coupled to the microcontroller adapted to facilitate the 
microcontroller's wireless access seeks (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 1-15). 

20. As per claim 45, claim 45 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17 above. 

21. As per claim 46, claim 46 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 26 above. 

22. As per claim 47, claim 47 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17 above. 

23. As per claim 48, the claim is rejected for the same reason as combination of rejection to claims 
17, 22, 34, and 38 above respectively. 

24. As per claim 49-50, claims 49-50 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17, 21 
above respectively. 

25. As per claim 53, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 17 
above, including the radio module indicates the unavailability of a wireless access point while the 
computer system is powered off (Ishigaki, Col. 6, lines 10-20). 

26. As per claim 54, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 17 
above, including a computer system comprising: 

a radio module that scans for available wireless access points that support two-way data 
communications (AARA, pg 2, [0005-0006], where base station radio unit transmit/receives data to and 
from computer system's radio unit); 

a power supply coupled to the radio module (power supply is inherent; AARA, pg 2-3, [0007- 
0008], scanning while powered on); 

an electrical switch mounted on an external surface of the computer system (Ishigaki, Fig 2, item 

3 b); and 
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a seek logic coupled to the electrical switch and the power supply (Ishigaki, Fig 2, item 1 and 2); 

wherein the seek logic commands the power supply to power the radio module responsive to the 
actuation of the electrical switch (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 1-15); and 

wherein the radio module scans for available wireless access points (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 1-15), 
and indicate the availability of a wireless access point, both before the operating system of the computer 
system is booted (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 50-65). 

27. As per claim 55, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 54 
above, including the radio module indicates the unavailability of a wireless access point before the 
operating system of the computer system is booted (Ishigaki, Col. 4, lines 50-65). 

29. Claims 18-20, 31, 33, 39, 41-43, and 51-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over AARA - Ishigaki, as applied to claims 17, 26, 32, 36, 40, and 49 above, in view of 
what was well known in the art. 

30. As per claim 18, claim 18 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17 above. 
Further, Official Notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) USB connection is well known and routinely used 
for plug and play devices at the time of the invention was made. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include USB port with AARA - 
Ishigaki because it would provide for an alternative way to detect wireless access points on a computer 
system. Moreover, Ishigaki teaches the notion of at least two modes of operation, one for full battery and 
other for power saving, both modes are capable of detection of wireless access points, thus there are 
plurality of methods of detecting for wireless access point is taught by this aspect of Ishigaki, and USB 
interface would simply be another way of detection for wireless access points. 
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31. As per claim 19, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 1 8 
above, but do not explicitly teaches the notion of a light emitting diode (LED). 

Official Notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) the concept and advantages of providing for LEDs 
are well known and expected in the art for notification purposes. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the LEDs for notification 
purposes with Ishigaki because it would provide for a way of notifying the user. Further, Ishigaki teaches 
the notification step wherein the message of notification comes from the access point when the message 
forwarded to the client. 

32. As per claim 31, 33, 39, 41, 51, the claims are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 
19 above. 

33. As per claim 42, claim 42 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 19 above. 
Furthermore, the availability notification is taught by Ishigaki, see for example, Col. 4, lines 1-15. 

34. As per claim 43, AARA - Ishigaki disclose the invention substantially as rejected in claim 40 
above, do not explicitly teach a display device for displaying text messages indicative of the availability 
of wireless access. 

Official Notice is taken (see MPEP 2144.03) displaying text messages indicating the availability 
is well known and routinely used for displaying purposes at the time of the invention was made. 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
display the retrieved access point information on the LCD of the mobile device, in order to inform the 
user of the information retrieved. 

35. As per claim 20, claim 20 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 43 above. 



Application/Control Number: 09/912,784 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2152 

36. As per claim 52, claim 52 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 43 above. 

37. Claims 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over AARA - Ishigaki, 
as applied to claim 17 above, in view of "Sporty 's JD-200 Transceiver Operator's Manual" (hereinafter 
Sporty), 1999. 

38. As per claim 22, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 17 above. 
However, AARA - Ishigaki does not explicitly say "command for the same amount of time that 

the electrical switch is activated, thus requiring the user to hold electrical switch in the actuated position 
during a seek period of the media access controller" 

Sporty teaches command for the same amount of time that the electrical switch is activated, thus 
requiring the user to hold electrical switch in the actuated position during a seek period of the media 
access controller (pg 2, "Frequency Search", 2 nd paragraph, where scanning of frequencies is initiated by 
pressing and holding the Up or Down Key). 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate Sporty teaching with AARA - Ishigaki because the combination would improve the power 
distribution/consumption of AARA - Ishigaki's systems by utilizing only allocating a portion of the 
device power supply to certain device elements that are in use, leading to efficient power management 
(Sporty, pg 4 and 5, power allocation table based on consumption ratio between the various system 
components). Additionally, supplying of power to only a section that needs power such as scanning radio 
frequency only in order to conserve power for a system. 

39. As per claim 23, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 25 above. 



Conclusion 
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40. Applicant's remarks filed 08/3 1/2005 have been considered but are moot in view at the new 
grounds at rejection necessitated by Applicant's amendment. 

41 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
The following patents and publications are cited to further show the state of the art with respect to 



ii. US 2001/0031626 Lindskog et al. 

iii. US 2002/006923 1 Ichikawa 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Chad Zhong whose telephone number is (571)272-3946. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 7:15 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
JAROENCHONWANIT, BUNJOB can be reached on (571)272-3913. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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